50          ^                 Sri Venkatachala-Its Glory

Oh Vishnu, there is none greater than you. You arc the only
one to whom all should offer prayers. Ever blissful Lord, you
are the all. What else can I say ?'9

Finally Brahma offered his prayer thus :    "Lord, in
the beginning you were the only One, Narayana. You created
water and released the vital force. An egg was formed. Later on-
you created me. Then I created human beings. You arc the
primary   origin for   the whole   creation. You  are   its
source. You are the soul of the Universe. You are the master
of all. All others enjoy or suffer the fruits of their own deeds.
You are the regulator of all. You are the one who grants happi-
ness to every other. You are spiritual, knowldge. You are truth.
Infinite are your forms. You are the bliss. None can know you.
I was born from your navel. How can I praise you ? You are
an ocean of virtues.

Pardon me and my short-comings. Favour me with
your grace.9'

Thus every one sang the praise of the Lord and opcaed
up his miad before the Almighty. The ever compassionate Lord
cast his sympathetic looks at them and asked in a thunderous
voice :

"Brahma, I am pleased with your prayer. YOM have
come here along with other gods and sages. Let ms know the
purpose of your visit." Brahma replied thus : "Long ago, a
demon called Ravana, the son of Visravas did great penance and
obtained my boon that he would not be killed by any one except
a human being. Taking advantage of the boon he had been
troubling every one. He had become a menace to brahmans. We
had gone to Vykuntha and Kshieerasagara to represent to you.
We could not see you there. We have come here to seek your
protection learning that you arc here. You are the only saviour